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(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To set a ribbon cartridge 
always smoothly with regard to a ribbon cartridge 
mounting device in a thermal transfer printer. 

SOLUTION: A take-up shaft of a thermal transfer printer 
which engages with the hub of the ribbon roll of a 
ribbon cartridge is composed of a gear 9 fixed on a 
rotary shaft 11 and a cap 8 which is energized 
elastically in the shaft direction by a spring 10. The 
cap 8 and the gear 9 are put together by a slit 13 and a 
projection 14. The base of the projection 14 is as long 
as the slit 13, and the end middle part is shorter than 
the slit 13. During non-mounting, the end of the 
projection 14 is linked to the slit 13, and disagreement 
is necessarily generated on both sides of the projection 
14. Even when the claw of the hub of the ribbon roll 
collides with the cap 8 during mounting, since the cap 8 
rotates and escapes in either direction, the mounting 
can be conducted smoothly. 
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